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for so long, from colonies into commonwealth nations. During the
war the colonies rendered some aid to France, but in 1940 it was not
really men that France lacked. Mandel did his best to keep the limbs
vigorous, but all the while it was the heart which was affected.
When the Daladier government took office in April 1938, Hitler
had just completed the Anschluss and was preparing his campaign
against Czechoslovakia. In May, Germany seemed to be on the verge
of invading this country, but, much to Hitler's surprise, France and
England took a firm stand and the danger of war was averted for the
moment. Mandel, Reynaud and Champetier de Ribes reportedly had
threatened to resign unless France lived up to her treaty obligations.67
These same men, whom Daladier had included in order to broaden
the base of his cabinet, were to prove to be the core of resistance to
German aggression throughout the entire crisis that year.
At the end of April, when Daladier and Bonnet, the Foreign Minister,
went to London, Mandel demanded that no agreement be made with
Great Britain which was contrary to France's commitment to Czecho-
slovakia.68 That summer Mandel and Reynaud opposed the Runciman
mission, which, they felt, could only force Czechoslovakia to make
concessions which would destroy her military effectiveness. They were
anxious to preserve the integrity of an important ally in central Europe,
while Bonnet and others were more concerned with easing tension in
Europe.6a
Through the intervention of Lord Runciman, President Benes came
to offer almost complete autonomy to the Sudeten Germans. As this
was not their real goal, however, it only led Hitler to make more
violent threats against the Czech State. Reynaud and Mandel now
demanded that France order mobilization to convince Hitler that
France was ready to fight if any attempt were made to annex parts of
Czechoslovakia. They hoped that this move would force Hitler to
back down, avert war and preserve the integrity of France's ally.70 But
with Bonnet and the pacifists in the majority, no decision was made.
France renounced all initiative in foreign policy and left it to Great
Britain to take the lead in solving the crisis.
A few days after Hitler's bellicose speech threatening Czechoslovakia
and demanding self-determination for the Sudeten Germans, France
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